Jesus says, ‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened and | will give you rest.’
In worship, let us come to the one who offers peace and rest.

Lord God, whose arms are always open to us,

we come before you today with hearts and minds open to receive your teaching.
Lead us to understand who you are and what you have done,

and what you require of us as witnesses. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Sing or Read:

1 Jesus, stand among us
at the meeting of our lives,
be our sweet agreement
at the meeting of our eyes.
O Jesus, we love you, so we gather here,
join our hearts in unity and take away our fear.

2 So to you we're gathering
out of each and ev’ry land,
Christ the love between us
at the joining of our hands.
O Jesus, we love you, so we gather here,
join our hearts in unity and take away our fear.

3 Jesus, stand among us
at the breaking of the bread ;
join us as one body
as we worship you, our Head.
O Jesus, we love you, so we gather here,
join our hearts in unity and take away our fear.
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| come, Lord, with my belief and our doubts,

with my willingness and my hesitancy,

with my openness and my prejudice, with my desire to be your witness

and my fear that | am not up to the job!

Lord, encourage and empower me through your word and your Spirit. Amen.

Palm 4:
Answer me when | call to you, my righteous God.
Give me relief from my distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer.

2 How long will you people turn my glory into shame?
How long will you love delusions and seek false gods?

3 Know that the Lord has set apart his faithful servant for himself;
the Lord hears when | call to him.

4 Tremble and do not sin;
when you are on your beds,
search your hearts and be silent.



5 Offer the sacrifices of the righteous
and trust in the Lord.

6 Many, Lord, are asking, “Who will bring us prosperity?”
Let the light of your face shine on us.

7 Fill my heart with joy
when their grain and new wine abound.

8 In peace | will lie down and sleep,
for you alone, Lord,
make me dwell in safety.

Luke 24: 13-35: Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles[a] from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near
and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them,
“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking
sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger
in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He
asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests
and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day
since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They
were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive.
Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said;
but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah
should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and
all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going
on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the
day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were
opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other,
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was
opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The
Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened
on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Reflection on the reading:  The two disciples have returned to Jerusalem after their walk
to Emmaus and back. Their conversation with Jesus on the Emmaus road has brought some



comfort but may have raised yet more questions. Their maelstrom of emotions includes
shock and grief at Jesus’ death and confusion and disbelief at the disappearance of his body.
However, as Jesus eats with them, these feelings give way to an expression of pure joy and,
when Jesus explains the Scriptures to them, understanding of the truth about who he is.

Knowing that the disciples experienced times of anxiety in their journey of faith can be
encouraging to us, and offers an opportunity to explore how we respond, emotionally, in
different situations. What would help our minds to be open —when we are distressed — to
know the peace of Christ, and to trust in his word?

Let us pray:

Lord God who has called us to faith, in faith we pray for the needs of others.

Today, we pray for our Queen, who has ruled for as long as many of us can remember, and
longer than many of us have lived. In her loss and her grief may she find comfort in the
companionship of others, support from family and friends, and strength in her faith in God
and life eternal. For all of the Royal family in their grief and change of circumstance, some
taking up new responsibilities in new ways and with new purpose, and in their support and
upholding of each other.

For the world and its people, Lord, | pray.

For all who grieve for the loss of loved ones, family or friends, near or far away. Especially
those who are bereaved a long way from family who can’t travel to be with them to offer
comfort and support. In their loss, in their grief, in their solitude may they find a calm centre
and be upheld by their faith, their friendship and their neighbours.

For those whose bodies are ravaged by pain and iliness, and disability. For those fearful of
treatment and those waiting for treatment.

For the world and its people, Lord, | pray.

For countries at war with other countries and within themselves, for their people who fear
for their lives and stability, for those made homeless and jobless and offered nothing but an
uncertain future. For those countries where violence comes all too easily to the fore and
where it is hard to grasp the real reason behind it. Remembering countries at war where
their people are damaged, isolated, abused, for Myanmar, Ethiopia, Mozambique and closer
to home for the people of Ireland and Northland Ireland, for Catholics and Protestants,
those of faith and those of none.

For the world and its people, Lord, | pray.

For countries with surging Covid cases, for those with poor infrastructure and resources, for
countries with little PPE and no vaccines and no realistic prospect of national immunisation
any time soon. For those engaged in trying to resolve such issues no matter what faith,
colour, creed, it is their need that needs to be met along with providing sufficient food and
housing, safety and stability.

For the world and its people, Lord, | pray.

For ourselves we pray that our ears may be used to hear the cries of the needy, that our
eyes be used to see the needs around us, that our voices be used to speak up for the
marginalised and the poor, that our hands be used to reach out in comfort and that our lives
be used to improve the lives of others.

For the world and its people, Lord, | pray. Amen.



Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Sing or Read:
1  Christisalive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

2 Christis alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching every place and time.

3 In every insult, rift and war,
where colour, scorn or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives, where even hope has died.

4 Women and men, in age and youth,
can feel the Spirit, hear the call,
and find the way, the life, the truth,
revealed in Jesus, freed for all.

5 Christis alive and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.
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The Blessing of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, be with you, with
those you love and with those you ought to love this day and forever more. Amen
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