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My chains fell off, my heart was free, 

I  rose, went forth, and followed Thee 

  

For why?  The Lord our God is good; 

His mercy is for ever sure; 

  

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 

He sets the prisoner free 

  

And to those who never listened 

To the message of Thy birth 

  

Words of power that can never fail; 

let their truth prevail over unbelief 

  

Brought me lower, while I whispered: 

Less of self, and more of Thee! 

  

Answer Thy mercy’s whole design, 

My God incarnated for me 

  

Forever I’ll love you, forever I’ll stand 
Nothing compares to the promise I have in 

you 

  

By your blood I may enter your brightness 

search me, try me, consume all my darkness 
  

For young and old, for commonwealth and 

nation, 

Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer 

  

Don’t carry a load in your pack; 

you don’t need two shirts on your back 

  

Here, in your own appointed way, 

we come to meet you, Lord 

  

When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain   

Arm me with jealous care, 

as in your sight to live 
  

And was there then no other way 

for God to take?  I cannot say; 
  

Praise Him, still the same for ever, 

slow to chide and swift to bless: 
  

But for now, I marvel at this saving grace, 

and I’m full of praise once again, 

I’m full of praise once again 

  

No lion can him fright: 

he’ll with a giant fight; 

  

Take our ploughing, seeding, reaping, 

hopes and fears of sun and rain, 

  

As salt are we ready to savour, 

In darkness are we ready to be light, 

  

 


