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Blandford Methodist Church:  Sunday 7th September
Good morning and welcome to our Morning Worship which is being led by Mr Colin Besant.  The stewards today are Margaret Cornish and Rona Downes.  Thank you to Angela for playing for us and also for the flowers.  After the service, please join us in the hall for refreshments. 


Dates for your diary:  	 		
Sunday 14th September	10.45 am	Morning Worship led by Mrs Hilary Beckingham
Sunday 21st September	10.45 am	Morning Worship led by Miss Liz Ward
Sunday 28th September	10.45 am	Morning Worship with Holy Communion led by Reverend Dr Mark Kimber
Sunday 5th October	10.45 am	Harvest Festival Service led by Reverend Keith Beckingham, followed by lunch in the hall
Sunday 12th October	10.45 am	Morning Worship led by Reverend Peter McNeill
Sunday 19th October	10.45 am	Morning Worship led by Mr Barrie Knight
Sunday 26th October	10.45 am	Morning Worship with Holy Communion led by Reverend Dr Mark Kimber

Colehill Methodist:  Every Monday, 11.00 am to 12.00 noon(ish), Bible Study, coffee, prayers and plenty of chat.  All welcome.  

Circuit prayers: First Saturday of every month at 8.30 am at Holtwood Methodist Church.

Bible in a year:  7th – 13th September:  Proverbs 1 – 18 and 1 Corinthians 16 – 2 Corinthians 6


Meet Reverend Dr Mark Kimber:   Most Fridays Mark will be available in the Okeford Room from 10.00 am to 11.00 am for anyone who wishes to have a chat with him.  However, on the third Friday of each month there will be a session entitled ‘Meeting with Mark’ to which you are cordially invited. 


Ride and Stride:  On Saturday 13th September the annual Ride and Stride event takes place. We shall have the church open from 10.00 am until 6.00 pm. I will leave a list in the foyer for you to sign if you are able to man the desk in the Winterbourne Lounge for an hour or two during the day. Many thanks in anticipation. 					  	Joyce Wild







Harvest:  Our Harvest service takes place on Sunday 5th October and this is followed by our Harvest Lunch. The sign-up sheet for the lunch can be found in the Narthex. Please make sure you add your name to the list by Sunday 21st September. There will be no charge for the meal but donations will be greatly appreciated. 
     Leading up to Harvest  we will continue to collect items for the food bank but we will hold on to these to help decorate the church. All donations will be gratefully received. Please do check the Link for items that are needed. 
     In preparation for our Harvest service and meal, if you would like to help can we meet on the 4th October  at 10.00 am. If you have any conkers or autumn foliage you wish to bring along that would be excellent.									  Joyce Wild


Church Council – Revised date:  Our Church Council meeting will now be held on Friday 7th November at 2.30 pm in the Okeford Room.  All are invited to attend, although only Church Council members will be entitled to vote.  For those who usually submit written reports, I will formally request these in the next couple of weeks, but to give advance notice, I will be asking for the reports to be with me by Friday 24th October.				    Margaret Cornish 


Save the dates – Church Social Afternoons:  Our next church social afternoon will be held on September 20th from 2.30 pm and will be a fun time of indoor boules plus fun quizzes followed by a French-style buffet.  A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex if you wish to join us.
	November 1st from 1.00 pm – a curry lunch with games and quizzes.  Please note the change of date for our curry lunch.
There will be a small cost of £3 per head per afternoon.  Places are limited, so please indicate on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex if you would like to come on the 20th September.


Woodlands Methodist:  “Worship for You”, September 14th, 6.00 pm, led by Mr Colin Besant.  Details on poster in hall.

Wimborne Methodist:   Concert of Musical Memories at Wimborne Methodist on Saturday 4th October at 2.30 pm.  Further details on poster in hall.

Wimborne Methodist:  Charity concert by Bourne2Sing, Friday 10th October, 7.30 pm in aid of future Pillars Zambia.  Further details on poster in hall.


Blandford Foodbank is urgently in need of (updated 6.9.25) – Cereal,  Tea bags 40,  Coffee, Tinned fish, Tinned fruit, Tinned meat, Tinned soup, Tinned rice pudding.  Other donations of food or household goods are also welcomed. For those able to support the Foodbank with items, a box has been placed in the Narthex as a collection point.			John Cornish 







Prayer:    Please can we remember to uphold in prayer those members of our congregation  we know are ill or suffering in some way.  
      If you know of anyone who would like prayer and be mentioned by name in The Link, please let me know (having obtained their permission first to mention them by name).




Minister: Reverend Dr Mark Kimber
Enquiries via Lead Steward, John Cornish, on 07799 516 735
Pastoral Support:  Joyce Wild:  Tel: 01258 454091
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Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

Julian Smith ) Luke 14:25-33

ur TV screens are full of programmes about buying, selling,

renovating or building houses. One long-runhing favourite

begins by asking would-be builders or renovators how long
they plan for the work to last and how big their budget is. At the end
of the programme, when we've sat through disasters, overruns of time
and money, and the worst weather ever, we learn how much the work
actually cost. Often the difference between the initial budget and the
final spend is huge.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of the cost of discipleship. One of the
examples he gives is of building a tower when, he says, you must ensure
that you have enough money to complete the tower before you begin
work. “Don't start what you can't finish,” is the advice in essence.

The over-spenders on our TV screens may have ignored Jesus’
advice about realistic costing, but their commitment is undeniable.
The programme works because people are deeply committed to their

How to keep faith in a
wobbling world
Part 1 — introduction

I'd experienced no personal loss,
but the world felt a dangerous
and uncertain place. Twenty-four

Caroline Hodgson

Thursday will see the twenty-
fourth anniversary of the terrible
9/11 terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center in New York and other
locations in the USA, in which
nearly three thousand people lost
their lives.

As we watched, horror-stricken,
the awful events unfolding on our
TV screens, | remember a feeling
of dread - the world was never
going to be the same again. |
don't imagine | was alone in that.
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years on, if anything it's even more
wobbly. We're increasingly aware
of the dire state of our precious
planet; we've been through a
pandemic that’s shown us how
fragile our global health is; we've
seen war erupt in Europe and the
terrible situation in the Middle
East.

Over the next six weeks [ll
be looking at ways of staying
grounded in a wobbling world,
and what part can faith play.

projects — whether it's breathing new life into a neglected house, or
blending a modern eco-house into stunning scenery. They will beg,
borrow, scrimp and save because they will not walk away from a project
close to their hearts.

Jesus reminds us that discipleship can cost us everything - family,
friends, even life itself. But following Jesus is the grandest of designs,
and it requires our total commitment.

People of the New Testament
Stephen

Caroline Fletcher

Acts 6-8:2; 11:19; 22:20. followers that they would face
persecution: “When they bring
you before the... authorities, do
not worry about how you are to
defend yourselves or what you
are to say; for the Holy Spirit will
teach you at that very hour what
you ought to say”’

The inspired words of
Stephen’s speech were, in Luke's
eyes, proof of the truth of Jesus’
promise to help those who were
persecuted in their time of need.
It seems apt that Stephen, the

Stephen delivers the longest
speech in the Book of Acts and,
indeed, one of the longest in the
New Testament. That Luke, who
wrote Acts, chose to include
his speech suggests that he
considered Stephen a very
important figure in the early
Church. Stephen was the first
Christian to die for his faith and
Luke wanted to emphasise that
following Christ would mean

walking in Jesus’ footsteps  first Christian martyr, should be
and suffering as he had. In remembered the day after we
his Gospel (12:11-12), Luke celebrate the birth of the man he

describes Jesus warning his
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gave up his life to follow.
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